
FAMOUS ANTHROPOLOGISTS 

Anthropology majors are a diverse group of individuals.  College graduates with a 
degree in Anthropology may find themselves in almost any career imaginable, and 
some have even become quite famous.  Below are a few well-known individuals who 
have studied and/or practiced Anthropology. 
 

• Jomo Kenyatta, first president of Kenya 

• Greg Graffin, lead singer of Bad Religion (BA in anthropology; PhD in 

evolutionary biology) 

• Kathy Reichs, forensic anthropologist turned mystery writer 

• Zora Neale Hurston, author and folklorist 

• Tracy Chapman, singer 

• Yo-Yo Ma, cellist 

• Michael Crichton, author 

• Kurt Vonnegut, author 

• Jane Goodall, primatologist 

• Billy Graham, evangelist 

• Gary Synder, poet and environmental activist 

• Katherine Dunham, choreographer 

• Stephen Riggio, CEO of Barnes and Noble 

• Gabriel Byrne, actor 

• Dorothy Allison, author 


