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LIFE OF EDWIN MARKIAM

Born April 23 in Oregon City, Oregon as Charles Edward
Anson Markham, Later shortened and changed to Edwin
Markhame

Moved to California with his widowed mofher, who hought s
ranch in Lagoon Valley near Sulsun Cilty,

Became a cowboy, Went to school three months in a year,
Read Bible, especlally the Gospels, and poetry on lonely
watches on herds,

Acquired flrst books, beginning his famous library, Met
two teachers who greatly influenced him, (Wrote poem
"'he Enchenter" mony years later about wne,) Ran away
from home, met highwayman, Black Bart, who wanted him
to join him in holding up stages.

Entered Teacher's College, San Jose, California,

Became a blacksmlth because he thought a man should know
how to work with his hands., Tolstol influehce., Dste un=
certaln,

Taught flrst school near San Luls Oblspo., Held under tree,
no bullding avallable,

Attended Chrfigtilan College in Santa Ross,

Published firet poem in magazine - "On the Gulf of Night"
in California Western Monthly, July 1880,

Taught school in Coloma, Cal, DBecame superintendant of
schools of Eldorado County, Known throughout state for
progregsive teachling, Contlnued to wrlte,  Published
poems in best perlodicals In Esst and West,

First saw copy of Millet's painting The lMan with the Hoe,
Tmpressed with "menace and terror" of picture, Wrote -
first verse of hiv poem "The Man with the Hoe" at Placér-
ville, Calif,, where he was superintendant,of schoolsa,

Won prize glven by lbgazine of Poetry for quatrain "Poesy",

Principal of achools 1n Haywards and Tompkins School,
Oakland, Latter school used as observatlon school by
educatlon department, University of California,

Marrled Anna Catherine Murphy, teacher and author, Saw
original painting of The Man wilth the Hoe., Finlshed poem,

Published "The llan with the Hoe" Jan, 15 in the San Fran-
cigsco Examlner, bringing him immediate world-wide fame,
Later In the year moved to Brooklyn,
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Published The I'an with the foe, and Other Poems,

Read "Lincoln, the Man of the People" at the Republican
dinner, Feb, 12,

Moved to Westerleigh, Staten Tsland., Published Lincoln
and Other Poems,

With other poets established first poetry socilety 1in Amerilce,

Published "Children in Bondage" (prose) in collaboration
with Ben Lindsa? and Géorge Creel, Published"California
the Wonderful" (prosy).

Published "The Shoes af Happiness, and Other Poems",
Published "The Gates of Paradise, and Other Poems,"

Poem "Lincoln, the Man of the People" selécted to he Pead
at the dedication of the Lincoln Memorial, Washington,

Published "Our Israfel, In memory of Edgar Allen Poe",
Poem won prilze. Poe poetry contest organlzed by the
Poetry Review in 1924,

Published "The Book nf Peetry Collected from the Whole
Field of British and American Poetry," Published poem
"The Ballad of the Gallows Bird" in the American Merecury
for August,

Published poem "Power", Won international prize for poem
offered by the Engllsh Poetry Revlew, Elected to American
Academy of Arts and Letters,

Published "Songs and Stories" selected and annotated by
Edwin Markham,

Published "New Poems; Eighty Songs at Elghty",

"Eawin Markham" by W,L,Stildger, Only separate blography
published to date (195%-Manuseript of Goldstein bilography
complete)
Published "The Star of Araby"

Made recording: "Edwin Markham Timself"

Died March 7, leaving library of 15,000 volumes to Wagner
College.,

"The Man with the Hoe" selected by the Grolier Club for an

exhibition, "100 Books that Influenced America"
|






