AA291:  The Film Business 

This class will focus on the business and legal aspects of filmmaking.  Successful filmmakers understand that the art of making the film is only part of the process.  The detailed business guide discussed in this class will illustrate the necessary steps to making a movie that will receive distribution.  We will explore the development process, deal making, finance of films, unions, acquisition of rights, production issues, role of agents and producers, distribution and marketing. The course will focus on both the independent producer as well as the studio affiliated producer/director.  


AN 252: Culture, Health, and the Body: Introduction to Medical Anthropology (I)

This course is an introduction to the comparative study of health and illness through time and cross-culturally.  Topics addressed include the roles of disease in human evolution and history, sociocultural factors in contemporary world health problems, the comparative cultures of ethnomedicine and biomedicine, and ethnicity and health care (including applied issues of “cultural competence” in clinical practice).  Case studies from the major geographic regions of the world (including the industrialized North/West) are explored through in-depth ethnographic case studies, and critically compared with one another.  This course is appropriate for undergraduate students at any level, but especially those studying any of the health sciences, including those in the Physician Assistant program, Nursing, Pre-Health, as well as majors and minors in Anthropology.  It fulfills the College’s International Perspectives (I) requirement.  Offered Fall semesters.


EN 110(W)  Introduction to Literature:  The American Dream

The American Dream: What is the American Dream?  What does it mean to
be an American?  This course will explore and discuss American
Dream--what it is, and if and how it has changed-- through a variety
of short and longer fiction, poetry, and nonfiction.

EN 110(W)  Introduction to Literature: American Writers in Europe. 
 
There were many reasons why American writers travelled abroad in the past centuries: some were looking for their heritage or a new creative environment, others investigated the cultures and social systems of the “old continent”; but all of them ended up defining an idea of America or of themselves as Americans.  
 
This course will focus on understanding their quest an d the many perspectives they offered. 
In an effort to do so, we’ll read, analyse and criticize poems, short stories and novels written by those travellers and expatriates. We’ll follow them on their journey through Europe, especially London with Henry James and then Paris which we'll see through the works of four centuries of Americans, from Thomas Jefferson to the “Lost Generation” writers.  


EN 110(W)  Introduction to Literature:  Discovering Gotham
For two centuries, New York City has not only been the home of many great writers, it has also been the subject of much writing.  Writers who were born here, writers who moved here, and writers who just passed through all strive to examine and to illuminate their experience of this vital metropolis.  In this course, we will read examples of fiction, poetry, and nonfiction essays, each of which discovers, describes, praises, and/or criticizes New York City.  In doing so, we will attempt to approach an understanding of this multi-faceted place in which we live.  Finally, students will develop their writing and analytical skills as they explore the language, style, characters, and themes of each work.  We will discover how New York City defines and is defined by its literature.


GOV291-LC   Law & Society 

This course is part of the Freshman Learning Community XX. It is designed to promote an understanding of constitutional and economic framework that enables students to be proficient in the study of politics and its relationship to business and society.



HI 291 African Cities

This course explores the unique moments of African cities, their historical importance and social transformation in the 21st century. The study provides a singular perspective upon African history, for within the urban environment have taken place the greatest achievements of human ingenuity as well as many of its short-comings.
Among the positive accomplishments are the attainment of political democracy and individual freedom to the creation of major works of art, music, and thought; on the negative side are environmental degradation, crowding, over population, and disease; not to mention poverty and social as well as economic exploitation.
Selected for study include cities in Nigeria, South Africa, Egypt, and Kenya. Others are, Mali, Zimbabwe, Ethiopia, and the Congo.
By the close of the semester, each student should have gained an overview of the African Urban tradition, an appreciation for the contributions of selected cities to African culture, an understanding of the perennial problems confronting cities and a comprehension of the stages through which urban life in Africa has moved from pre-colonial and colonial era to the present.



HI 291 – Creating a New Nation.  
 
A study of the formation of the American Republic from 1777 to 1801.  The struggle to establish freedom and order, sovereignty, independence, and a non-interventionist foreign policy.  The Confederation government; the “Critical Period’;  popular rebellions;  the controversies and compromises of the Philadelphia convention of 1787; the struggle between Federalists and Anti-Federalists over the Ratification of the Constitution of 1787; the Washington/Hamilton administration; the formation of the Federalist and Democratic-Republican political parties; the crises of the Adams administration; the contested election of Jefferson in 1800-1801.


HI 291 - Discovering Staten Island’s History

Staten Island is a fascinating topic for a course in local history. From a rural population that dealt directly with the Revolutionary War, to a growing suburban county of New York City, Staten Island and its residents have realized and adjusted to many changes. To understand this island we will look at the Native Americans who originally inhabited the area. This will be followed by analysis of the arrival of Europeans, permanent settlement, the Revolutionary War and our farming legacy. Nineteenth century industry will also be featured, as will transportation, environmental interests and nature, seafaring activities, facilities and institutions, houses of worship and cemeteries, cultural organizations, and historic preservation. Students will come away with a well rounded knowledge of Staten Island and its evolution.  

RE 224: Mary Magdalene and Judas

Mary Magdalene and Judas:  Prostitute and Betrayer?  Or, Chief Apostle
and the One Who Saves Jesus?  This course examines the roles of Mary
Magdalene and Judas in second century gospels in their names as well as
in other so-called Gnostic gospels and the New Testament.

SO 291-02    Special Topics:  The Sociology of Science 
     This course will examine the role of meaning and the institutions that contribute to meaning-making in modern culture.  We will begin by reading brief selections from classical sociological literature, including Karl Marx on ideology; Max Weber on science and politics; and Emile Durkheim on the importance of social solidarity and the potential consequences of rapid social change.  During the second half of the course, we will read contemporary works on the sociology of science, religion and symbolic interaction.  As a service learning course, our questions will focus on what these texts can tell us about what makes a community and how and why communities change.  





SO 291-01 Special Topics: The Death Penalty  

		This course looks at the death penalty from biblical times to today, the nature of execution historically, and society’s attitudes toward the death penalty, including methods of execution.





