SPRING 2011
INTERMEDIATE LEARNING COMMUNITIES

(v5 October 22 Draft)
Most ILC courses are composed of two courses, which must be taken together. Students must enroll in both courses.  After the regular registration period ends, a student may enroll in one of the courses only with the approval of the faculty member teaching the course or if enrollments are under 15 students.

Students who take a one-course, one-unit, team-taught ILC earn one unit and must choose which course the student wishes to take.

All students who complete an approved Study Abroad program for at least one semester consisting of at least two courses are deemed to have fulfilled their Intermediate Learning Community requirements.

Please note that ILCs change from semester to semester, so a given ILC might not be offered again.  Also note that more ILCs are offered during the spring semester than during the fall semester.  Please plan your schedule accordingly.

ILC Mission:

The mission of the Intermediate Learning Community (ILC) is to provide a common cohort of students with a heightened interdisciplinary learning experience including intellectual engagement and the development of enhanced communication skills.

ILC Goals:

The goals are to expose students to, and involve them in, an interdisciplinary experience of “learning by doing” through the following means:

1. sophisticated writing

2. challenging research 

3. an interdisciplinary project that concludes with a written or oral presentation.

ILC 1 – The Modeling of Physical Phenomena
Mankind has always been interested in understanding and mastering the world in which we live.  The cyclical motions of heavenly bodies helped primitive cultures tell time and navigate.  The ancient Greeks pushed farther and attempted to describe the entire Universe and discern the structure of matter.  Today’s technological world has at its foundation the ability to use the language of mathematics to describe complex occurrences.  Students in this learning community will be taught how to construct and solve differential equations that accurately model observations and reproduce available data. They will discover for themselves how science and mathematics work together to unlock nature’s secrets.
MA233-ILC
Differential Equations


Pop

MW    11:20-12:50
 
PY361-ILC
Mathematics for Physics

Falabella
MW 
 1:00-2:30
ILC 2 - Washington Internship

This learning community exposes students to the workings of the governmental and political processes in Washington, DC. Through internship assignments, classroom instruction, and directed readings and research, students will develop a greater appreciation of the policy-making process. The courses are offered in Washington, DC (each course is a 2-unit course), and registration is by permission of the instructor.
GOV 395-ILC 
Washington Internship

Kraus

TBA
GOV 396-ILC 
Dynamics of American Government
Kraus

TBA

ILC 3 – Albany Internship

This learning community exposes students to the workings of the governmental and political processes in Albany, NY. Through internship assignments, classroom instruction, and directed readings and research, students will develop a greater appreciation of the policy-making process. The courses are offered in Albany, NY 

(each course is a 2-unit course), and registration is by permission of the instructor.

GOV 390-ILC

New York State Gov. & Politics
Kraus

TBA

GOV 391-ILC

New York Legislature Internship
Kraus

TBA

ILC 4 – Nutritional Strategies: Bacteria to Humans

This learning community looks at the cellular nutrition of eukaryotes (humans) vs. the nutrition of prokaryotes (bacteria)  It also covers the similarities and differences in the structure, function and role of carbohydrates, proteins, lipids, vitamins and trace elements in humans and bacteria.  Finally, it looks at the immunological aspects of nutrition across the human life span compared to the immunological aspects in disease prevention.

NR 224-ILC

Nutrition & Health


Smollin        F  2:20-5:20       
MI 200-ILC

Microbiology



Bobbitt      TR 9:40-11:10     
MI 200L            
Microbiology Lab
 

ILC 5 – Inclusive Methods and Curriculum for Middle Childhood

This learning community integrates the various components of a middle childhood school classroom such as teaching practice, literacy development, curriculum, classroom management, instructional strategies, and the assessment with the techniques of designing Database Management Systems and interfacing them using Programming language, JAVA, for easy but controlled access from the World Wide Web.  In taking both of these courses simultaneously, students will learn to build a Database Management System interfaced to the WWW as part of their middle childhood school interdisciplinary thematic unit.  During the latter part of the semester students will work in a middle childhood level classroom setting during their practicum or field experience.  They will have the opportunity to test out their DBMS with students and evaluate the application and successful use of the DBMS they have created.

CS 322-ILC
Database Programming & Connectivity
 Stuckart        R  1:00-4:00

ED 414-ILC
Methods & Curriculum Development
 Wohlstetter  M  4:20-7:20 

   For Inclusive Middle Childhood Education     

ILC 6 – MUSIC THEATRE PERFORMANCE: SONG AND DANCE FOR THE PROFESSIONAL PERFORMER 

This ILC is designed for Theatre Performance Majors who have completed TH217 and satisfied the musical literacy component of the major.  Through song and dance, students will examine the history, literature, and performative demands of musical theatre, learning to perform choreography in character as well as to how to act a song. 

TH307-ILC
Musical Theatre Performance I         Young/Williams T/R      11:20-12:50

DA295-ILC     Musical Theatre Dance                     Curcio                M/W        2:40-4:10
ILC 7 – Minds, Machines, and Human Beings
This learning community examines the biological and ethical approaches toward an understanding of human beings, and will bring this knowledge to bear upon major human life issues--for example, the definition of death, the nature of a human being, the notion of a person, the reduction of mind to brain, the status of the embryo, abortion, euthanasia, etc.
PH 202-ILC
Medical Ethics


Danisi   T/R  

9:40-11:10am
BI 120-ILC
Human Biology


Onken   M/W/F          10:10-11:10am 
ILC 8- Socially Speaking
This ILC Public Speaking Learning Community makes today's news come alive.  Students will speak about current issues drawn from topics of American social problems, including urban politics, race, gender, and class issues.  The class will learn persuasive and informative speaking techniques as well as day to day presentation skills through the lens of contemporary society.

SPC 103-ILC

Public Speaking


Fenley

MW 1:00-2:30
SO 103-ILC

American Society and Its Problems
Hoffner
M    6:00-9:00
ILC9 – Society and Government in America
We are living in a period during which American political rhetoric has reached polarizing proportions. This learning community joins sociological perspectives with concepts of public administration to better understand social and organizational behaviors and processes involved with the making of public policy.

GOV 211-ILC             Public Administration                     Unger             TR   9:40-11:10

         
SO 103-ILC             American Society and Its Problems    Scholl            WF  11:20-12:50

One-Course, One-Unit Team-Taught ILC’S - Only One Course Required

Students who enroll in a team-taught ILC will earn only one unit; therefore, the student must choose the course he/she wishes to take.  For example, a team-taught ILC incorporating EC291 and HI291 allows the student to earn one unit for either the Economics course or the History course, not both.  However, the team-taught ILC will satisfy the ILC requirement as well as the area of study on the General Education Check-sheet. 
ILC10 - Violence and Aggression (D) (H)

In this one course, one unit, honors, team-taught Intermediate Learning Community (ILC), we will explore violence and aggression as emotional, economic, historical and sociocultural phenomena. Violence and aggression both shape our individual lives and social world, and happen within a social, psychological and historical context. In this course, we will make use of a variety of texts in exploring violence and aggression—with a focus on diverse groups’ experiences. We will also look at cultural notions about which groups are violent, and social realities of where violence actually happens in our relationships, homes, workplaces, streets and popular culture. Throughout the term, we will focus on differences and similarities in people’s experiences of violence and aggression across lines of class, race, gender and sexuality. We will explore the influence of media on aggression, violence in the meat industry, relational and physical aggression common in our homes, schools and workplaces, and understandings of conflict resolution.

Students may choose to earn a unit in Psychology or Sociology. Upon successful completion of the course, all students will earn one unit of honors, complete one unit of Gender Studies, and fulfill the American Diversity (D) requirement. 

SO 243-ILC

S/T:  Violence & Aggression (H)(D)
Halley

MW 1:00-2:30

PS 243-ILC

S/T:  Violence & Aggression
(H)(D)
Eshleman
MW 1:00-2:30

ILC 11-The Two Great Depressions: A Comparison of the 1930’s New Deal and the Current Economic Crisis (H)
This course explores and compares the domestic and international aspects of the two major economic crises of modern times-- the Great Depression of 1930’s and the current crisis. We will focus on the causes and consequences of each of these upheavals using a business cycle framework of economic theory and political policy in an historical context. Emphasis will be placed upon financial institutions, industrial structures, consumerism and the changing role of labor in the political arena. We will compare the economic and political ideas that motivated the two very different responses to economic crises (The New Deal vs The Great Bank Bailout).  In addition, an examination of the evolution of the role of monetary, fiscal and regulatory policies will be examined. 

EC 291-ILC

Special Topics
(H)


Leacy

MW 2:40-4:10

HI 291-ILC

Special Topics (H)


Rappaport
MW 2:40-4:10

ILC 12- Transformative Stages: Theatre, Politics, and the Performance of Sexual Politics (H)
Rigorous analysis of various theatre text from canonical works (such as Euripides) to more modern day classics (such as Tony Kushner's Angels in America), with an emphasis on how sexual identities are mediated to both constitute and challenge various political and social purposes.  The class will focus upon theatre and politics as powerful vehicles for achieving societal changes, which can be deeply transformative at both the most personal and more institutionalized levels.  Many of the theatrical texts we will study continue to raise consciousness about the relationship between sex and politics.  We will also read secondary works by critical thinkers including Judith Butler and Gilles Deleuze. Field trips to museums, such as MOMA and the Guggenheim, will be worked into the ILC as appropriate.  We will also look to incorporate a class trip to a relevant performance that will shed light on our class material. 

TH 291-ILC

Special Topics
(H)


Ruff

MW 2:40-4:10

GOV 291-ILC

Special Topics (H)


Moynagh
MW 2:40-4:10

ILC 13- Law and Order: New York on Trial
A course in persuasive speech and debate technique focused around the political landscape of New York State.  Current issues pertaining to local interest will be discussed, researched and debated, with equal time given to both sides.  Various debate formats will be studied and utilized.
SPC 291-ILC

Special Topics



Tennenbaum
W 3:00-6:00
GOV 291-ILC

Special Topics 


Kraus

W 3:00-6:00
