NEW COURSE DESCRIPTIONS FOR FALL 2007
AA 291   Special Topics: The Business of Music
This course will explore the roles of the key players in the music business including personal managers, agents, and attorneys.  The negotiation and structure of the record deal will be discussed, along with issues relating to the songwriting and music publishing agreements. We will learn how a band benefits from touring and merchandising, as well as how music is used in films.  The creation of music is only the first step in the industry and no course would be complete without understanding the various methods of promotion, marketing and distribution of music. 

AN 232(I)
     ANCIENT AND MODERN MAYA 

The Classic Maya have captured attention as one of the great “lost civilizations” of the world. Today, their ancient cities lie in ruin, covered by the tropical forests of Mexico, Guatemala, Belize, and Honduras. Yet the Maya are by no means lost and today are an important part of the multi-cultural tapestry of Central America. This course will trace the history of the Maya, from their origins (c. 2000 BC) to the twenty-first century. We will explore the evidence archaeologists use to reconstruct ancient Maya civilization, including their writing, religion, and socio-political system. Then, using ethnohistoric and ethnographic sources, we will examine the conquest of the Maya and their five century resistance to colonial and post-colonial rule. 
AH291; Monumental Expression in the Ancient World 

Expression of power has long been the focus of propaganda for rulers. Such expression is commonly manifest in visually stimulating architectural programs sponsored by such rulers. Cultures of ancient Mesopotamia, Egypt, Minoan Crete, the Classical and Islamic worlds, were all fueled by rulers' drive to impress and hold power over the population through visual persuasion. Visual persuasion and expression of power was conveyed through architecture, imagery, and organization and control of space.  This course will examine the use and incorporation of visual expression in various ancient cultures through detailed analysis of a few specific monumental architectural complexes.  Palaces and temples, and the objects found inside these buildings will be analyzed to determine how messages were conveyed to the audiences of the ancient world.   A major component of this class is conducting a research project on a specific complex of monumental architecture.  Students will also come away from this seminar a more active member of the visual world that surrounds them; the use of written expression is vital in consideration of our world today.
EC 291 (H):  SPECIAL TOPICS: ECONOMETRICS
Econometrics is the application of statistical methods and modeling, using real world data, to test economic hypothesizes.  The course will cover a variety of methods commonly used to explore and test data and relationships between variables. This will start with Ordinary Least Squares and progress through to the Classical Linear Regression and the Two-Stage Least Squares model.  Students will develop an understanding of the assumptions upon which these tools rest and how to detect and, when appropriate, how to fix problems associated with breaches of the assumptions. Prerequisites: MA 108 and either EC 101 or EC 102.
EN 110(W)
INTRODUCTION TO LITERATURE: SHORT SHORTS                                                                  

This course will discuss selected readings from the genres of short fiction and poetry designed to increase students’ appreciation and pleasure. Special attention will be given to theme and structure.
EN 110(W)     INTRODUCTION TO LITERATURE: DISCOVERING GOTHAM
For two centuries, New York City has not only been the home of many great literary figures, it has also been the subject of much literature.  Writers who were born here and writers who moved here both strove to examine and to illuminate their experience of this vital metropolis.  In this course, we will read examples of fiction, poetry, and nonfiction essays, each of which discovers, describes, praises, and/or criticizes New York City.  In doing so, we will attempt to approach an understanding of this multi-faceted place in which we live.  In all of these works, the New York City is as much theme and character as setting.  Finally, students will develop their writing and analytical skills as they explore the language, style, characters, and themes of each work and discover how New York City defines and is defined by its literature. 
EN110(W)
INTRODUCTION TO LITERATURE: DREAMERS AND SCHEMERS: The Individual in Society                
In this course we will read from a variety of genres, focusing on literary characters’ struggles to attain a sense of personal identity within the family, marriage and society.  We will examine how characters confront disparities between the reality of their wolds and their romantic illusions, exploring the role class and gender plays in creating these disparities.  In addition to the dreamers, we will discuss the schemes that fictional characters invent in order to negotiate their place within their environment and their social relationships.
EN 110(W)
INTRODUCTION TO LITERATURE:  LOVE AND LOSS FROM AROUND THE WORLD                                    

Based on the archetypal trickster figure of western literature, Odysseus, both lover and wanderer, we will encounter themes of love and loss from around the world.  What does it mean to truly and helplessly fall in love?  How do people celebrate this love across the differences of space and time?  And then, why do many wander from, and then 

sometimes back to their love?  We will travel hand-in-hand with Odysseus to find some answers in the varied literatures, epics, lyric poems, medieval frame narratives, modern novels, short stories and poetry.  From Homer?s Odyssey to stories from the Hebrew Bible, we will move to literatures as varied as Boccaccio, Damayanti, Arabian Nights, Lu Hsun, Chekov, and Babel all the way to some contemporary writers like Gabriel Garcia Marquez and Arundhati Roy.  Traveling across thousands of years and miles in one semester, we will learn to look at love anew.

Hurston and others from the Harlem Renaissance. We’ll take a field trip to Harlem. Expository writing will be emphasized.
EN 110(W) : Introduction to Literature: ME, MYSELF AND I: Introduction to Literature


Memoir and Autobiographical Literature

We will talk about such issues as how the self is represented in memoir/autobiography/literature, and how the line between truth and fiction is blurred today in ways that are different but not necessarily more extreme than in the past. We will discuss the works of such authors as Ernest Hemingway, St. Augustine, Frederick Douglas, Sherman Alexie, Sherwood Anderson (Winesburg, Ohio) Jeannette Walls (Glass Castle), and James Frey (A Million Little Pieces).  Students will write an essay paper, a research paper and do some creative writing.

EN 110(W):   Introduction to Literature: Madness and Fiction:  Portrayals of Psychotics and Psychopaths

This course examines fictional representations of psychologically disturbed characters from a variety of genres and historical backgrounds.  Readings will describe and explore characters who display insanity, antisocial tendencies, violence and criminality.  We will differentiate between depictions of deluded psychotics and manipulative, unremorseful psychopaths.  In addition, the tormented neurotic will not be forgotten.  Whether these depictions unsettle or amuse you, the uncanniness of portrayals that seem so real will amaze you!

EN 110(W):  Introduction to Literature: Love and Longing in World Literature

This course will examine figures or characters consumed by love, looking at its both tragic possibilities and blissful moments.  Readings will span time and cultures to examine the ways that love is bother universal and specific, as well as why it remains one of the great themes of literature.  The course will introduce students to a wide variety of books, plays and poetry.

EN 212(W):
INTRODUCTION TO LITERARY ANAYLSIS AND THEORY 
This course is an introduction to the conventions of literature and to a variety of theoretical approaches to it  (Psychoanalytic, Structuralist, Marxist, Feminist. Etc.)  Readings will include poetry (the works of authors such as Rainer Maria Rilke and Emily Dickinson), fiction (the works of authors such as Nikolai Gogol, Salman Rushdie and Nicola Griffith), and various critical articles and introductory readings on theory.  Students will learn the research tools necessary to locate and evaluate literary critical sources.  Writing assignments will require the integration of literary interpretation, critical ideas and theoretical approaches.  The course is part of the foundation of the English major and should be taken by the end of sophomore year.
EN 291 (W):    SPECIAL TOPICS: A Creative Memoir-Writing Seminar 
Learn and master the fundamentals of creative writing and personal expression as students mine the rich field of childhood and individual struggle to create art and literature from personal experience.  Vivid descriptions, humor, dialogue, authenticity, weaving of time frames, essay format and more will be explored through the personal narrative form.  To write well, we must learn to think and observe like writers:  to this end we’ll read and analyze memoir writing and other works by Anne Lamott, Lauren Slater, David Sedaris, Lorrie Moore, Alexandra Fuller, haven Kimmel and more, Students keep a journal, complete weekly writing assignments, revise and edit their material.  Writing is shared in class and gently critiques.  A final portfolio with publishable material is the goal.

EN 348(W)
SOUTHERN WOMEN WRITERS (D)
This course explores the work of important American writers from the south, including Eudora Welty, Flannery O'Connor, Katherine Anne Porter, Kaye Gibbons, Doris Betts, Ellen Gilchrist, Carson McCullers, Elizabeth Spencer, Dorothy Allison and Alice Walker.  Their regional perspectives—on  love and loyalty, independence and work, race and family—underpin a unique sense of place and a rootedness in tradition that permeates their work. 

May not be taken by students who have taken EN 110 Introduction to Literature: Southern Women Writers
FR 291 (I) :  SPECIAL TOPICS:French Cinema:  Retogrades, Rebels, and Realists
This course introduces students to the major developments in the history of French cinema.  The course aims to develop students' skills of analysis and interpretation in order to enable them to read and appreciate film as an art form.  The course is divided into three parts which present the three principal moments of French cinematic history; the films of Poetic Realism from the l920's and l930's ; the films of the New Wave from the l950s and l960s and fin-de-siecle films of the l980s and l990s .  Film-viewings are supplemented by the study of film theory.  The class fulfills the International Perspectives requirement.  
Taught in French.  Prerequisite: French 231 or permission of instructor.
GOV 291, H1 

SPECIAL TOPICS: GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS - THE FUTURE OF THE CITY
This course is an intense reading honors seminar focusing on the works of Manford, Jacobs, Kotkins, Caro, Petsone and many other key figures writing on the politics, economics and culture of cities throughout the ages but with a particular emphasis on New York City.  From ancient cities to contemporary Los Angeles and New York, successful cities require economic growth, cultural diversity and personal security.  How will the future demands of globalization, market forces and the bulging populations effect New York and the major work cities?  What forces will shape their futures?  What can we learn from past failures and successes?
HI291          SPECIAL TOPICS: Gandhi and Modernism                         
Gandhi, in the history of modern world, stands out as an intriguing personality about whom Albert Einstein once remarked: “Generations to come…will scarce believe that such a one as this ever in flesh and blood walked upon this earth”. As an apostle of non-violence and the champion of anti-colonial movement in South Asia he inspired generations of humans across the world towards the paths of struggles for liberation. Gandhi was essentially a product of modernity and its encounter with the ‘other’. Ironically, standing on the shoulders of modernity, he tried to challenge modernity and render its influences as illegitimate. The course, while tracing the cultural and intellectual origins of Gandhi, his ideas, mission and struggles, tries to contextualize his relevance to the contemporary world. The course focuses on Gandhi’s engagement with the issues of tradition and modernity. It also evaluates his ideas on gender equality and untouchability in the backdrop of the colonial encounter.
HI291 Copernicus to Hawking: Science and Technology since the Enlightenment. This course provides an overview of scientific theories and technological applications in the physical and life sciences which have transformed the Western World. Topics will include the Heliocentric theory of the universe and theories of planetary, motion. The rise of scientific societies, the emergence of modern chemistry, the age and origins of the earth, natural selection, the industrial revolutions vaccination, the vitamin and antibiotic revolutions, genetics, steam power, iron production, internal combustion, electrification, radio, television, automobiles, the aviation industry, rocketry, the computer revolution and the atomic age will all be studied in detail. The social legacies and controversies inherent in scientific theory and practice will be presented as forums for interpretation and debate, including such contemporary “hot topics” as stem cell research, intelligent design, computer induced unemployment, nuclear arms, and cloning.  
IT 291       Special Topics:  Italian Culture and Conversation through Cinema (I)
This course will focus on furthering students' knowledge of Italian culture and society thought the examination of a number of Italian films, from classic to contemporary.  Emphasis will be on improving speaking ability, though there will also be a written component in the form of re action journals.  Prerequisite:  IT 117 or equivalent.
MK 291
SPECIAL TOPICS: MARKETING: RETAIL AND CHANNEL OF DISTRIBUTION MARKETING 

This course will focus on the unique aspects of marketing through the distribution channel. The course will cover various marketing, promotional and sales techniques to successfully Push or Pull a product from manufacturer through to wholesalers, brokers, and other middlemen and eventually to the retailer. By covering the special circumstances of Retail marketing, the student will be more qualified to develop marketing and promotional plans that will be effective to the end consumer. Other issues to be addressed include the strategy and negotiation of distribution, reseller and independent sales consulting agreements, order processing/inventory control, and the purchasing process, management of promotional programs and techniques to handles channel conflict. There will also be an introduction to the implications of channel strategy on a global scale. PREREQUISITE: MK 201. 
MU291

SPECIAL TOPICS: MUSIC - AFRICAN MUSIC  

Intended primarily for non-music majors, it does not require any previous training in music.  This will be a rigorous, seminar-style course covering several major African music traditions within their cultural and social context.  The instructor, Joseph Kaminski, is an ethnomusicologist whose fieldwork includes important original research on the ivory trumpets of the Asante society in West Africa.
PH203     SOCIAL PHILOSOPHY

This course examines major topics and theories in social thought from both a traditional and contemporary

philosophic perspective. Topics may include: democratic theory, social contract theory, and personal autonomy;

equality, justice, and power; family, property, and gender.  
SPC591, 01

SPECIAL TOPICS:  SPEECH – SHAKESPEARE’S TEXT – PAGE TO STAGE

This Special Topics course will consider the many technical and interpretive possibilities in bringing Shakespeare’s dramatic texts to life on the stage.  The course will address historical contexts and performance histories of the plays, and various texts will be mined for clues to technical needs, characterization, and physical movement and behavior  Prerequisites: TH111, TH117 and TH217, or instructor consent.
TH 291, 01 

SPECIAL TOPICS:  THEATRE – AMERICAN FILM 
"The History of American Film" A subjective history of American film. The course addresses this rich and exciting subject through the study of legendary films, their directors, stars, writers and producers. Each class will involve the screening of a least one film and a lecture and discussion. The work of such film directors as John Ford, Charlie Chaplin, Steven Speilberg, Sam Peckenpah, and Stanley Kubrick will be viewed and analyzed. The carriers of important film stars, Lon Chaney, Kirk Douglas, Marlon Brando, Cary Grant and others will be discussed and studied. The overall objective is to absorb the history of American cinema and subsequently the 20th century through the works themselves. Participation in class discussions will be an essential aspect of this class. 
Assessment: Class participial, attendance, two papers, mid term and final.

