Course Descriptions-- Fall 2008

AN291  Special Topics:  Political Anthropology

Political anthropology is fundamentally the study of power, the study of 
the evolution of human organization and social control. This course 
differs from traditional Political Science approaches in that it is 
primarily concerned with the connections that run from you, the 
individual, through society, and that link you up with the most 
important questions of our time on a global scale. We will consider how 
“personal” issues such as (though not limited to) disability, sexual 
orientation, and ethnic identity become socially relevant issues, and as 
such, points of articulation for growing social movements and cultural 
change. The goal of the course is not only to provide grounding in 
important social theories and global current events, but also to 
encourage students to see the political in his or her daily life, and to 
be aware of ways in which change can be achieved. This course is being 
run as an Honors (H) course, and students will be expected to 
participate in seminar-style class discussions.

BI291	Special Topics in Biology:  Evolution
Three hours of lecture weekly.  This course, designed for nonscience majors, discusses fundamental evolutionary principles that determine the vast diversity of life, including Darwin's journey of discovery and the roles of genes and environments in natural selection.  The course will also focus on scientific questions such as how life itself evolved, as well as controversial social issues such as the evolution of social behaviors and the concept of intelligent design.


EC 291 Seminar on Monetary Theory and Policy: The Fed Challenge

	This seminar on monetary theory and policy is intended to facilitate student participation in the Fed Challenge. This is a competition established by the Federal Reserve Bank of New York in which students from over 30 colleges and universities in the area compete to prepare a Federal Open Market Committee monetary policy recommendation, based on current and forecast economic conditions, and the current state of macroeconomic theory.  Students will be required to undertake comprehensive research on current economic conditions, and to demonstrate mastery of the current state of monetary theory, major debates in the field and some historical understanding of the development of monetary theory and policy. They will also be required to attend an all day seminar at the Federal Reserve Bank of New York (on the Tuesday of the Fall Break) and, at a minimum, a half day presentation at the FRB of NY. 
	Prerequisites: EC 301 Intermediate Macroeconomics or permission of the instructor.


EN 110(W)	                         				
Introduction to Literature:                               	      	
Short Shorts      						 
	                                  
This course will discuss selected readings from the genres of short fiction and poetry designed to increase students’ appreciation and pleasure. Special attention will be given to theme and structure.



EN 110 (W)						
Introduction to Literature:     				
Fictionalizing Fact and Factualizing Fiction		

This course will examine contemporary literary works that attempt to rewrite and redefine history from non-traditional perspectives.  We will read works by Tim O’Brian, Bharati Mukherjee, Kathryn Davis, Phillip Roth and E.L. Doctorow (among others) in order to determine how history can be textually recreated.  Paying close attention to the tenuous boundaries between fact and fiction, we will look at how some authors negotiate the indeterminacies between subjective and objective experience.  We will look at literary works that challenge our expectations of the past and redefine how we might approach the future. 

EN 110(W)                                      			
Introduction to Literature:                               	             
Dreamers and Schemers	                       		

How does a dreamer bridge the gap between fantasy and reality? When does the pursuit of a dream become ethically questionable? These are some issues we will consider while reading from a variety of genres, focusing on the demands that men and women confront as they struggle to attain their dreams within the family, love, and marriage. We will consider how class and gender influence characters’ realities and illusions. We will discuss the schemes that characters invent in order to fulfill their aspirations as well as the dilemmas of characters so entrenched in dream-like states that they are morally asleep. Readings will reveal that attempts to turn dreams into reality can lead to profound growth or spiritual desolation, violence and madness. 


EN 110(W)		  	                          		
Introduction to Literature:		                         	
Discovering Gotham                                       		
		                                                   		 

For two centuries, New York City has not only been the home of many great writers, it has also been the subject of much writing. Writers who were born here, writers who moved here, and writers who just passed through all strove to examine and to illuminate their experience of this vital metropolis. In this course, we will read examples of fiction, poetry, and nonfiction essays, each of which discovers, describes, praises, and/or criticizes New York City. In doing so, we will attempt to approach an understanding of this multi-faceted place in which we live. Finally, students will develop their writing and analytical skills as they explore the language, style, characters, and themes of  each work. We will discover how New York City defines and is defined by its literature.



FR 291- Fairy Tales and Philosopher:  17th and 18th Century French Literature

This course begins with the study of seditious fairy tales by Charles Perrault and Madame d’Aulnoy, who developed a new literary genre in order to criticize the French monarchy.  Students will then read classics of 17th century French literature, such as Moliere and Racine, before moving on to the Enlightenment and the 18th century philosophers:  Voltaire, Diderot, Montesquieu and Rousseau.





GOV291-International Law

This course is intended to introduce students to the basic concepts and problems of public international law and of the international legal system.  The course will cover the traditional major topics in this field such as the sources and subjects of international law, the jurisdiction of states, international law and the use of force, and the relationship between international law and the internal law of states.  It will also address newer themes in international law such as the international law of human rights and international criminal law.  The course will review and discuss a number of international law cases decided by national and international tribunals, as well as certain treaties, resolutions and other international legal instruments of importance.



SO 291-01	Special Topics:  Organized Crime 

	This course presents an overview and analysis of organized crime.  Its definition, history, structure and functioning will be discussed.  Included will be consideration of theories of organized crime, its evolution, its businesses, the drug trade, political and corporate alliances with organized crime groups, and domestic and foreign organized crime groups.  A clear distinction between “The Mafia” and organized crime is provided.  The economic, social and public safety issues raised are addressed in detail, and efforts to control organized crime are examined.





SO 291-02    Special Topics:  The Sociology of Science and Religion       

     This course will examine the role of meaning and the institutions that contribute to meaning-making in modern culture.  We will begin by reading brief selections from classical sociological literature, including Karl Marx on ideology; Max Weber on science and politics; and Emile Durkheim on the importance of social solidarity and the potential consequences of rapid social change.  During the second half of the course, we will read contemporary works on the sociology of science, religion and symbolic interaction.  As a service learning course, our questions will focus on what these texts can tell us about what makes a community and how and why communities change.  



SP291:   Special Topics: Creative Writing in Journalism

Creative writing is not an exclusive feature of fiction. It is also present in some of the best non-fictional writing, including journalism. A  good journalistic piece is a creative approach to reality which uses  language as a tool for discovery and reflection.  Latin America has  a long tradition of canonical writers who devoted their talent to  the writing of  journalistic pieces. In  this course students will read, analyze and write chronicles, interviews, op-ed  articles. Photojournalism is an important element of this course.  By reading authors such us Jose  Marti, Gabriel  Garcia Marquez, Tomas Eloy Martinez,  Elena  Poniatowska and Alma Guillermo-Prieto, students will acquire  the  tools to produce their own  creative work.   As a final project,   they will work on editing a  compilation of the best  pieces  produced by the class.
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