SPRING 2008

INTERMEDIATE LEARNING COMMUNITIES

(as of October 19th, 2007)

Most ILC courses are composed of two courses, which must be taken together. Students must enroll in both courses.  After the regular registration period ends, a student may enroll in one of the courses only with the approval of the faculty member teaching the course or if enrollments are under 15 students.

All students who complete an approved Study Abroad program for at least one semester consisting of at least two courses are deemed to have fulfilled their Intermediate Learning Community requirements.

Please note that ILCs change from semester to semester, so a given ILC might not be offered again.  Also note that more ILCs are offered during the spring semester than during the fall semester.  Please plan your schedule accordingly.

ILC Mission:

The mission of the Intermediate Learning Community (ILC) is to provide a common cohort of students with a heightened interdisciplinary learning experience including intellectual engagement and the development of enhanced communication skills.

ILC Goals:

The goals are to expose students to, and involve them in, an interdisciplinary experience of “learning by doing” through the following means:

1. sophisticated writing

2. challenging research 

3. an interdisciplinary project that concludes with a written or oral presentation.

ILC 1 – Vive La Republique!: French Culture, Philosophy and Society

This learning community is a linguistic, philosophic, historical and cultural exploration of twentieth and twenty-first century France. Students will advance their French language skills as they learn about French culture and civilization through a variety of mediums. They will hone their analytic skills as they explore trends and themes of recent French and German philosophy.

FR241-ILC,H1

French Civilization (I)


Edwards
TR 11:20-12:50

PH215-ILC,H2

Recent Continental Philosophy

Donovan
TR 2:40-4:10

ILC 2 - Washington Internship

This learning community exposes students to the workings of the governmental and political processes in Washington, DC. Through internship assignments, classroom instruction, and directed readings and research, students will develop a greater appreciation of the policy-making process. The courses are offered in Washington, DC (each course is a 2-unit course), and registration is by permission of the instructor.
GOV 395-ILC, 2A
Washington Internship


Kraus

TBA
GOV 396-ILC, 2B
Dynamics of American Government
Kraus

TBA

ILC 3 – Albany Internship

This learning community exposes students to the workings of the governmental and political processes in Albany, NY. Through internship assignments, classroom instruction, and directed readings and research, students will develop a greater appreciation of the policy-making process. The courses are offered in Albany, NY 

(each course is a 2-unit course), and registration is by permission of the instructor.

GOV 390-ILC,3A

New York State Gov. & Politics

Kraus

TBA

GOV 391-ILC,3B

New York Legislature Internship
Kraus

TBA

ILC 4 – Nutritional Strategies: Bacteria to Humans

This learning community looks at the cellular nutrition of eukaryotes (humans) vs. the nutrition of prokaryotes (bacteria)  It also covers the similarities and differences in the structure, function and role of carbohydrates, proteins, lipids, vitamins and trace elements in humans and bacteria.  Finally, it looks at the immunological aspects of nutrition across the human life span compared to the immunological aspects in disease prevention.

NR 224-ILC,4A
Nutrition & Health


Defazio          TR  11:20-12:50
MI 200-ILC,4B

Microbiology



Bobbitt           TR  9:40-11:10
MI 200L-ILC  01
Microbiology Lab (choose 1)

Bobbitt           


           02






           


           03






          

ILC 5 – Inclusive Methods and Curriculum for Middle Childhood

This learning community integrates the various components of a middle childhood school classroom such as teaching practice, literacy development, curriculum, classroom management, instructional strategies, and the assessment with the techniques of designing Database Management Systems and interfacing them using Programming language, JAVA, for easy but controlled access from the World Wide Web.  In taking both of these courses simultaneously, students will learn to build a Database Management System interfaced to the WWW as part of their middle childhood school interdisciplinary thematic unit.  During the latter part of the semester students will work in a middle childhood level classroom setting during their practicum or field experience.  They will have the opportunity to test out their DBMS with students and evaluate the application and successful use of the DBMS they have created.
CS 322-ILC, 5A
Database Programming & Connectivity
      Stuckart    R  1:00-4:00
ED 414-ILC, 5B
Methods & Curriculum Development





For Inclusive Middle Childhood Education   Kumar      R  8:30-12:30
ILC 6 – The Modeling of Physical Phenomena

Mankind has always been interested in understanding and mastering the world in which we live.  The cyclical motions of heavenly bodies helped primitive cultures tell time and navigate.  The ancient Greeks pushed farther and attempted to describe the entire Universe and discern the structure of matter.  Today’s technological world has at its foundation the ability to use the language of mathematics to describe complex occurrences.  Students in this learning community will be taught how to construct and solve differential equations that accurately model observations and reproduce available data. They will discover for themselves how science and mathematics work together to unlock nature’s secrets. 

MA233-ILC,6A

Differential Equations


Ionescu
        TR  2:40-4:10
PY212-ILC,6B

Intermediate Physics Laboratory

Falabella      TR  1:00-2:30
ILC 7  – Marketing and Advertising Campaigns
A study of various aspects of advertising which pertain to individual and group behavior in the buying process. Topics include media messages that relate to product promotion. Using computer graphics, students will create an advertising campaign by creating print and animated advertisements.

MK 311-ILC,7A
Advertising



DeSimone         T  6:30-9:30
AR 203-ILC,7B 
Advertising Art I: Graphic Design
Needle

TR 9:40-11:10



Or     7C
Advertising Art I: Graphic Design
Needle

TR11:20-12:50

ILC 8 – Blues and the Abstract Truth

This ILC Offers, on the one hand, a survey of African-American literature, from the oral tradition of spirituals and filed hollers, through blues/jazz roots to contemporary writing, including central works of fiction, biography and poetry. On the other, an historical examination of the music of African-Americans and the others who embraced it. The African Diaspora, slavery, spirituals, minstrelsy, ragtime, blues and jazz are all considered up to present day examples. Concert trips and on-campus presentations of jazz and blues add an exciting dimension to this course. ($160 music ticket fee for concert trips)

MU 209-ILC,8A
Jazz and Blues(D)


Wesby
     
MWF 1:00-2:00
EN 315(W)-ILC,8B
African American Literature(D)

Sharpe

MW 6:00-7:30
ILC 9 - Economics and the Environment

This intermediate learning community will examine current environmental issues from both an economic and ecological perspective. Topics that will be addressed include sustainable development, pollution, climate change, conservation biology, and resource management. The courses included will satisfy requirements of students minoring in environmental studies, biology or economics, and of students majoring in economics or business administration. Prerequisites of the individual courses will be relaxed for students enrolled in the ILC.

BI 326-ILC.9A

Environmental Issues


Beecher         
TR 11:20-12:50

EC 306-ILC,9B

Economics of the Environment

Hudson

TR 9:40-11:10

ILC 10 - Human Biology and Computer Animation of Body Organs
Students learn topics in human  anatomy and physiology through lectures combined with 
digital imaging of selected body organs and physiological systems.  Students will 
capture images related to an organ and organ system and will learn how to animate those 
images for the purpose of showing the interrelationship of structure and function  of 
the organ system within the body.

AR 203-ILC,10

Advertising Art I: Graphic Design
Needle

MW 1:00-2:30

BI 120-ILC,H1 

Human Biology



Fulop                 TR  2:40-4:10
ILC 11 – Speaking Science
This ILC will explore the principles behind communication of science with a variety of methodology.  The students will compose six speeches throughout the term, including informative, persuasive and group speeches using Microsoft Powerpoint software.  Students will develop skills related to presentation of scientific information through the development of verbal communication.  

SPC 103-ILC,11
Public Speaking



Fenley

MW 1:00-2:30
CH 212-ILC,11

Organic Chemistry


deProphetis
MWF 9:00-10:00
CH212L -01                   Organic Chemistry Lab (choose one)
               -02
ILC 12 - Asian History, Politics And Film
The purpose of this ILC is to introduce students to politics in China, Japan, and Korea, as well as to the cinema of these countries and of India, Taiwan, and Vietnam. We will trace the political developments of the East Asian countries, analyze their political structures and processes, discuss the interaction between politics and economy, and deal with their political cultures and foreign relations.  Students will explore these countries' masterpieces and those of India and Vietnam, including Satyajit Ray's Apu trilogy; films by Akira Kurosawa and Yasujiro Ozu; Zhang Yimou; Hou Hsiao-hsien; Chan Wook Park; war-era and postsocialist Vietnamese films; the influential Hong Kong film genre; and Japanese anime.  Readings will address national and regional aesthetics and form, as well as issues of race, class, gender, and politics.  Students will practice narrative and textual analysis as they consider moral and psychological values from a global perspective. Writing Intensive; International Perspectives.

GOV/HI 234-ILC,12
History and Politics of East Asia (I)          Hu             TR  1:00-2:30
EN 359(W)-ILC
,12
Asian Film (I)                                            Worthy      TR  2:40-4:10
ILC 13-Remaking the World: Social Activism in History and Literature, 1760 to the Present
This ILC examines the rise of a humanitarian ethic in Great Britain and the United States through an analysis of literature, international politics, and social movements.  The ILC will address the following questions:   How has the interaction with other cultures and peoples challenged or transformed national self-conceptions and political ideals in the U.S. and Britain?  What role has colonialism, forced or voluntary migrations, and immigration played in the forging of new multicultural or cosmopolitan political ideals?  What are the limits of democratic ideals?  What are the most pressing issues of global social justice today?  

HI 291(W)-ILC ,13

The Human Rights Tradition
Elliott         MW  1:00-2:30
EN 291(W)-ILC,13 

Human Rights and Literature
Schotter      MW  2:40-4:10

ILC 14 - Crossing Boundaries, Raising Voices: The History and Politics of Feminist Activism
This learning community will focus on recent social and political interventions on behalf of women and children, both locally and globally, and debates on human rights.  We will discuss obstacles that perpetuate oppression and explore exemplary models of leadership on issues that have mobilized communities in the U.S. and abroad (eg. child labor laws, civil rights, anti-Apartheid, refugee issues).  We will particularly engage with the founding ideas of contemporary global feminism and civil rights movements, along with the many issues raised by African-American, Third world, post-colonial, and post-structuralist thought.  Theoretical texts, as well as autobiographies and films, will be analyzed.  We will look at how to empower ourselves and women and children in the local and global community to more effectively raise our voices.  All students will participate in a leadership project in the community which will serve as an illustration of the concepts learned in the class. 
HI291-ILC,H1

Leadership in the Face of Conflict: 

Twentieth-Century Crises
Weintrob       MWF  10:10-11:10

GOV272-ILC,H1
Feminist Political Thought
Moynagh       MWF   11:20-12:20
TEAM TAUGHT ILC’S- Only One Course Required

ILC 15  – The ELSI (Ethical, Legal and Social Implications) of the GENOME
This team-taught Learning Community will introduce students to the ethical, legal and social implications of the Human Genome Project. The decoding of the Human Genome along with the biological modification of human, animal and plant life, and the advances in the reproductive technology, cloning and stem cell research have opened up a Pandora’s box. The ethical, legal, and social implications of what we “can do” with the genomic research and biotechnology and what we “ought to do” need to be addressed. The influence and changes brought about by this biomedical revolution may have the most profound and long lasting effects on how we live and function in society. Our family structure, life expectancy, quality of lives, health and medical expectations, the nature of privacy, the way food is grown, the way we think of God and religion are all being questioned due to this biotechnology revolution. It is very essential that we understand the scientific concept and the basic research that underlies this process, so that we all become informed consumers. Some of the topics that we (Dr. John Esser from the Sociology department and Dr. Ammini Moorthy from the Biology department) plan to address are the promise and dangers of genetic revolution, eugenics, genetic discrimination, the crime gene, the gay gene, and gene for intelligence, DNA revolution in courts, reproductive technology, cloning and stem cell research, gene therapy, and genetic enhancements and so on. 

NOTE: Students must elect to register for the course in EITHER Biology or Sociology.  Choose carefully, as this course will only count toward the discipline for which you enroll not both disciplines. Completion of this single course satisfies the ILC requirement.  
BI 208-ILC,TT

Genes to Genomics


Moorthy
MW 2:40-4:10

SO 208-ILC,TT

The Social Implications of Genometics
Esser

MW 2:40-4:10

ILC 16 – Cities and Perversities:  Art and Literature in Turn-of-the-Century Paris, Vienna, Berlin, and Barcelona (I) (Honors ILC)
This team-taught ILC focuses on the art and literature in the fin-de-siècle in four major European centers: Paris, Vienna, Berlin and Barcelona.  The works of the period are studied in relation to issues of national identity, as a response to the shock of metropolitan life, sexuality, the impact of psychoanalysis, escapism and withdrawal to the interior.  We will undertake a detailed reading of some of the major literary works of the period by authors such as Marcel Proust, Colette, Thomas Mann, Rainer Maria Rilke and Arthur Rimbaud. Artistic movements studied include Symbolism, Expressionism, Art Nouveau and Jugendstil.  The course attempts to understand the shared visual and literary language of turn-of-the-century Europe, while illuminating the special contributions of each city.  The course includes museum visits, films, special lectures and shared readings and assignments. 

NOTE: Students must elect to register for the course in Art, English, or French.  Choose carefully, as this course will only count toward the discipline for which you enroll.  Completion of this single course satisfies the ILC requirement.  
AH 218-ILC,HT         Cities and Perversities(I)


Morowitz
T 9:40-12:50

EN 310-ILC, HT         Literature in Turn of the Century(I)
Urbanc

T 9:40-12:50

Or FR 310-ILC,HT
ILC 17 - Violence and Aggression

In a one course, one unit, team-taught Intermediate Learning Community, we will explore sociological and psychological theory and research on the topics of violence and aggression as they relate to American diversity. After providing an overview of each field’s perspectives and ways of researching these issues, we will explore specific topics including the influence of media on aggression, violence in the meat industry, relational and physical aggression common in schools and the workplace, and understandings of conflict resolution.

NOTE: Students must elect to register for the course in EITHER Psychology or Sociology.  Choose carefully, as this course will only count toward the discipline for which you enroll not both disciplines. Completion of this single course satisfies the ILC requirement.  
SO 291-ILC,TT

S/T:  Violence & Aggression

Halley

M 6:00-9:00

PS 291-ILC,TT

S/T:  Violence & Aggression

Eshleman
M 6:00-9:00
