Course Descriptions-

AA291, H1

SPECIAL TOPICS: ARTS ADMIN. – ENTERTAINMENT BUSINESS LAW

This course will consist of an overview of the legal system and how the legal system impacts the entertainment industry.  The topic to be explored includes the relationship of Artist and Agent/Manager, contractual issues, copyrights and trademarks, constitutional issues, and antitrust regulation of the industry.  The laws and business practices affecting the broadcast, music, television, film and theatre industries will be discussed.

Prerequisite:  AA250 or permission of the instructor

AH291 Egyptian Art and Architecture (Special Topic)

 Ancient Egypt is unique among ancient world civilizations; it contributed seminally to artistic expression in both the western and non-western worlds.  This course examines the birth and development of ancient Egyptian culture by examining major monuments of architecture, sculpture, and painting from the Predynastic Period through the New Kingdom. It places the development of the powerful and sometimes enigmatic forms of Egyptian art in the context of the culture that created them, considering such factors as religion, politics, and philosophy. Students will engage the material through lectures, reading material, writing assignments, and museum trips.  This course meets the College requirements for an International Perspectives Requirement.  

AH291 Islamic Art and Architecture (Special Topic)

Islamic Art and Architecture is a field of study holding special relevance in today’s world.  This course will cover the different periods of origin, early development and imperial climax of Islamic material culture through the Ottoman Empire (650-1800).  The development of the visual world and material culture of Islam will be emphasized to the end that students will gain an understanding they can use to decipher the meanings and concepts inherent in that culture today.  Various major regions of the ancient Islamic world will be covered: Central Asia, Iran, Iraq, Anatolia, Syria-Palestine, Egypt, North Africa (Libya, Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco), and Spain.  Major monuments of Islamic architecture, sculpture, and painting will be explored as will the development of the powerful and sometimes enigmatic concepts of Islamic art within the context of the culture that created them, considering such factors as religion, politics, and philosophy.  This course meets the College requirements for an International Perspectives Requirement.  
AH291    The Assyrian Empire (Special Topic)

The Assyrian Empire was one of the most powerful ancient civilizations, for a time holding sway over the entire region of the Ancient Near East.  Ruling with great military might, the Assyrians constructed massive palatial complexes containing extraordinary narrative relief sculpture documenting their exploits. This class will examine these complexes, looking at the architecture, art, and writing that were integral parts of the buildings.  Students will actively participate in critiquing various scholarly texts and objects from area museums and will be responsible for a series of writing projects dealing with these palaces and the context for which they were created.  This course meets the College requirements for an International Perspectives Requirement, and is being offered as an Honors course.
AR291: Making and Seeing Art in New York

Fridays 2-5 pm, but please allow 1.5 hours on either end for travel time as the class will meet in the city a majority of times.

This is an upper-level experience-based course where students will visit a variety of art venues in New York City and create art inspired by the work they see there.  Please note that although the class is three hours long, this does not include travel time. Experiences will include: visits to galleries and museums, attending lectures and events, and talks with gallery directors and artists.  The primary area of study will be in contemporary art with an additional focus on the importance of New York City as a center for art dialogue
BU291 SPECIAL TOPICS IN BUSINESS: REAL ESTATE INVESTMENTS

This course will explore a multitude of business and finance issues related to the real estate market. In addition to classroom learning, this class closely follows Wagner College's emphasis on experiential learning as a way to reinforce educational principles. In order to bridge theory and real-world practicum, the Staten Island Board of Realtors has graciously accepted to pair students, according to each student’s area of interest, with licensed realtors (individual & commercial brokers; developers; appraisers; bankers; etc.) from the varied fields of the real estate business. A 3-hour per week service component in lieu of a final project will be required. At the completion of the course, the students will be expected to present their experiences to the community.

Prerequisites: 

Open to any student (sophomore standing and above) from any discipline. Class limited to 18 students.

EN110(W)
                         





Introduction to Literature:                               
      


Short Shorts                                          
 

This course will discuss selected readings from the genres of short fiction and poetry designed to increase students’ appreciation and pleasure. Special attention will be given to theme and structure.

EN 110 (W)







Introduction to Literature:     





Fictionalizing Fact and Factualizing Fiction



This course will examine contemporary literary works that attempt to rewrite and redefine history from non-traditional perspectives.  We will read works by Tim O’Brian, Bharati Mukherjee, Kathryn Davis, Phillip Roth and E.L. Doctorow (among others) in order to determine how history can be textually recreated.  Paying close attention to the tenuous boundaries between fact and fiction, we will look at how some authors negotiate the indeterminacies between subjective and objective experience.  We will look at literary works that challenge our expectations of the past and redefine how we might approach the future. 

EN 110(W)                                      




Intro to Literature:                               
              


Dreamers and Schemers
                       



How does a dreamer bridge the gap between fantasy and reality? When does the pursuit of a dream become ethically questionable? These are some issues we will consider while reading from a variety of genres, focusing on the demands that men and women confront as they struggle to attain their dreams within the family, love, and marriage. We will consider how class and gender influence characters’ realities and illusions. We will discuss the schemes that characters invent in order to fulfill their aspirations as well as the dilemmas of characters so entrenched in dream-like states that they are morally asleep. Readings will reveal that attempts to turn dreams into reality can lead to profound growth or spiritual desolation, violence and madness. 

EN 110
(W)
                                                 






Introduction to Literature:

         



Madness and Fiction: Portrayals of Psychotics and Psychopaths 

This course examines fictional representations of psychologically disturbed characters from a variety of genres and historical backgrounds. Readings will describe and explore characters who display insanity, antisocial tendencies, violence and criminality. We will differentiate between depictions of deluded psychotics and manipulative, unremorseful psychopaths. In addition, the tormented neurotic will not be forgotten. Whether these depictions unsettle or amuse you, the uncanniness of portrayals that seem so real will amaze you! 

EN 110(W)

  
                          


Introduction to Literature:

                         


Discovering Gotham                                       


For two centuries, New York City has not only been the home of many great writers, it has also been the subject of much writing. Writers who were born here, writers who moved here, and writers who just passed through all strove to examine and to illuminate their experience of this vital metropolis. In this course, we will read examples of fiction, poetry, and nonfiction essays, each of which discovers, describes, praises, and/or criticizes New York City. In doing so, we will attempt to approach an understanding of this multi-faceted place in which we live. Finally, students will develop their writing and analytical skills as they explore the language, style, characters, and themes of  each work. We will discover how New York City defines and is defined by its literature.

EN 110 (W)-Introduction to Literature:





South Asian Literature in English

The writers from the South-Asian continent (mainly comprising of India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka) have produced one of the richest bodies of literature in recent times winning significant literary prizes and global recognition. This course aims to introduce students to the major themes in South Asian (Anglophone) contemporary fiction. We will discuss the history

of colonialism and decolonization (Independence/Partition) of the subcontinent, the role of English education, issues of migration, gender roles and conflicts, and cultural encounters. We will read representative works by authors who live in and write from South Asia, as well as those

belonging to the South Asian diaspora. The texts will include: Salman Rushdie's Midnight's Children (1981), Bapsi Sidhwa's Ice-Candy Man (1988), Arundhati Roy'sThe God of Small Things (1997), Jhumpa Lahiri's Interpreter of Maladies (1999) and Monica Ali's Brick Lane (2003).

EN291(W)








Introduction to Comparative Literature



This course introduces students to Comparative Literature as a discipline.  Students will examine different methods of comparative study, including the comparison of different national literatures, different regional literatures, and literatures written in different languages.  The course is structured around a series of essays taken from the groundbreaking study Comparative Literature in the Age of Multiculturalism, which are then paired with a series of literary texts.

EN 291(W)--ILC: Human Rights and Literature, 1760 to the Present

In the last two and a half centuries, Great Britain and the United States  were responsible for  slavery, industrial exploitation, and other human rights abuses. But they also produced ground-breaking humanitarian writing that drew the world’s attention to these abuses and in some cases helped to end them.  This course will focus on the  literature that grew out of  selected English and American reform movements,  written by authors such as Equiano, Godwin, Wollstonecraft, Blake, Stowe, Dickens, and Shaw. We will question not only the political effectiveness of their writing, but also the relation between politics and art in general.   Together with the ILC companion course, HI 291, we will touch on  pressing issues of global social justice today, through their depiction in films. 

EN 291 (W)







Special Topic: Dying to Tell the Story




Every day, journalists risk their lives to tell a story to the world. Many of them are killed in the line of duty; the Freedom Forum Journalists Memorial in Washington, D.C., lists 1,665 names from around the world. Many others are permanently scarred physically and psychologically by what they witness and record. Some even take their own lives. This course surveys work by the valiant reporters, past and present, who put themselves in harm’s way to shed light on the unrest, injustices and tragedies of the world.

GOV 291
INTRODUCTION TO POLITICAL THEORY

This course explores key concepts in political theory, such as moral 

respect, obligation, coercion, freedom, justice, law, power, consent, 

conflict, goodness, evil, legitimacy, and equality.  We will examine how 

a variety of influential political thinkers in the western tradition 

have approached these topics, noting the philosophical, psychological, 

historical, and moral contexts within which they theorize.  We will also 

ask in what ways their ideas may or may not be useful in helping us to 

think about our own political world and many of the political problems 

we face.  Readings are likely to include Plato, Aristotle, Rousseau, 

Arendt, Mill, Kant, Thoreau, Twain, Beauvoir, Dostoyevsky, and Marx.

GOV291: Honors       

NATIONALISM & ETHNIC CONFLICT

This course is designed in a way to help students to understand the underlying causes of nationalism on the one hand and ethnic conflict on the other. The first section explores different theories as to the origins of group identities and nationalism. We will try to answer whether nationalist sentiment is in fact an engrained aspect of humanity or a product of modernity, that is, whether or not it is not entirely artificially created to suit the agenda of elites. In the second section, we will examine a selection of case studies illustrating how identities are formed. With this background, we can explore some theories as to the causes of ethnic conflict, which are intrinsically linked to the theories learned in the first and then applied in the second section. We will discuss whether ethnic conflict is inevitable now that the lid has been lifted through the collapse of the Soviet Union, or whether ethnic conflicts are indeed preventable because the causes of conflict can be found in socio-economic factors and/or elite interests. Only by understanding the underlying causes of conflicts can one start determining appropriate measures for peace-building, which will be the focus of our final section. Approaches that will be discussed include concepts of power-sharing, federalism, international intervention, and transitional justice. 

Gov 291H-Constitutional Law: Rights and Liberties
 This course will review the Constitution and its history generally, with specific emphasis on the Bill of Rights, particularly due process, equal protection, freedom of speech and religion, and exploration of current themes (i.e., expansion of executive powers, war powers, abortion) and how they relate to those guaranteed rights.  In addition to lectures, assigned reading will be given to encourage discussion and debate.

HI 291H-ILC/GOV 272H-ILC 

Leadership in the Face of Conflict:Twentieth Century Crises
This learning community will focus on recent social and political interventions on behalf of women and children, both locally and globally.  Historical perspectives will be offered to contextualize obstacles that perpetuate oppression and explore exemplary models of leadership (eg. child labor laws, civil rights, anti-Apartheid, refugee issues).  Students will become well-versed in select civic issues which have mobilized and continue to mobilize communities in the U.S. and around the world.  Major topics in global feminist political theory will be covered, with a focus on current debates, such as human rights v. tradition, difference v. equality, democracy, and freedom.  We will particularly engage with the founding ideas of contemporary global feminism and civil rights movements, along with the many issues raised by African-American, Third world, post-colonial, and post-structuralist thought.  Theoretical texts, as well as autobiographies, will be analyzed as potential tools for students to think through and then articulate some of the systemic issues that sustain grave injustices.  We will look at how to empower ourselves and women and children in the local and global community to more effectively raise our voices.  Students will participate in a leadership project in the community which will serve as an illustration of the concepts learned in the class.  
HI 291(W)—ILC:  Honors

The Human Rights Tradition: America, Britain, and International Politics, 1760-Present
In the last two and a half centuries, Great Britain and the United States have played a central role in the expansion of the economic and political influence of the Western world into all parts of the globe.  While both of these nations position themselves as the defenders of “freedom, democracy, and human rights,” their histories have been fraught with conflicts over the meaning of these terms and their application both at home and abroad.  Throughout the process of economic globalization, these two nations have confronted demands for social justice, both inside and beyond their national borders, that have led to the collapse of exploitive systems such as slavery and colonialism.  This course examines the process by which Britain and the United States came to stand for the democratic principles they proclaim today by examining key events and humanitarian thinkers who have drawn attention to injustice and abuses of human rights.  

HI 291 From Samurai to CEO: A History of Japan from the Kamakura Shogunate to Modern Times. This course will provide an overview of the seminal social, economic, artistic, intellectual, and political trends that have dominated Japan from the rise of Minamoto to modern corporate Japan. The major topics to be studied and discussed will be the rise of the samurai class, the foot soldier revolution, the Ashikaga Shogunate, the Warring States period and re-unification of Japan under the Tokugawa Shogunate, Tokaido road commerce, No drama and Kabuki theatre, Haiku, Bunraku, the status of Japanese women (including the refutation of the “submissive” Japanese woman), peasant and Eta culture, the “Floating World” cultural milieu, the Meiji Restoration and Modernization Period, the road to imperialism, the Pacific War, the democratization and demilitarization of the Empire of Japan, Corporate Japan and contemporary culture. Extensive readings will be assigned including excerpts from the works of such major intellectual luminaries as Mootori Norinaga, Fukuzawa Yukichi, Chikamatsu Monzaemon, Yukio Mishima, Natsume Soseki, Junichiro Tanizaki, and Yasunari Kawabata. Japanese cinema will be examined and the works of Akira Kurosawa will be highlighted.        

PS 291 Special Topics: Other Sexualities  This course explores the  other sexualities, including homosexuality, bisexuality and the  paraphilias, from the perspective of the history of psychiatry,  sexology, late 20th-century gender studies, and phenomenological  psychology.  We will examine the distinctions made between biological  sex, sex assignment, gender role, and self-identification with a sex  and a gender.  We will also study the possible sources of the  paraphilias.  The basis for discussions will be classic and recent  texts from psychoanalysis, psychosocial theory and sexology, as well  as literary sources and cinema. Topics include transgenderism and  gender reassignment, fetishim and pedophilia.  No prerequisites.
PS291 Emotional Intelligence
This course will examine the major theories and recent research on human emotions. Students will explore the nature of emotions, development of the emotions through the lifespan, stress, and the regulation of emotions. Special attention will be given to fear, anger, sadness, joy, disgust, embarrassment, and guilt. Emphasis will be placed on the concepts of emotional and social intelligence.

PS291, Sleep and Dreams: An in depth analysis of how we spend approximately one third of our lives. Topics include theories of why we sleep, stages of sleep and polysomnography, the physiology of sleep, sleep deprivation, circadian rhythms, sleep disorders and their treatment, sleep medication, historical and modern theories of dream content and meaning.
*Prerequisite: Psychology 101
PS291/SO291-ILC

ILC X: Violence & Aggression

In a one course, one unit, team-taught Intermediate Learning Community, we will explore sociological and psychological theory and research on the topics of violence and aggression as they relate to American diversity. After providing an overview of each field’s perspectives and ways of researching these issues, we will explore specific topics including the influence of media on aggression, violence in the meat industry, relational and physical aggression common in schools and the workplace, and understandings of conflict resolution.

RE105(I) Religions of the East. 
An introduction to the major systems of religious thought

and practice of the Orient with particular attention to those traditions which have

attained popularity and significance in the West: Yoga, the Upanishads, the Bhagavad

Gita, Zen, Taoism, etc. Certain distinctions between Eastern and Western religion and culture are suggested. Offered fall and spring semesters.
Social Work 291:  Special Topics - Queer Lives (Honors Seminar) 

Queer Lives will explore gay/lesbian/bisexual/transgender/queer experience from the perspective of queer theory.  Queer theory is a relatively new area of study that grew, in the 1990s, out of both gay/lesbian and feminist studies.  In this honors seminar, we will examine central queer theory works along with some of the earlier scholarship from which queer theory emerged.  Students will be required to do primary or original research in the "field" (at Wagner College or somewhere in the broader New York City community) as well as library research on a queer topic of their choice, reflective journaling, essay examinations, a research paper, two major presentations and extensive reading.
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